
Maine Maritime Museum 
invites you to participate in 

 

The 35th Annual Albert Reed & Thelma Walker 

Maritime History Symposium 
 

May 4-6, 2007 
 

Thi s YearÕs Theme : Wat ercraf t  of  t he 17t h Cent ury : Wabanak i  
Coast al  Craf t  and European Vessels 
 
The 400th anniversary of the Popham Colony (the first English attempt to settle in 
Maine, at which time the pinnace Virginia was built) has us thinking about ocean 
transportation of the early 1600s. Speakers will make presentations about the 
wonderfully adaptable craft developed by Native Americans and used with great skill 
for very ambitious voyaging. Other lecturers will discuss the sturdy European vessels 
that carried explorers along the coast or brought the earliest settlers to North America. 
There will also be discussion of modern reproduction vessels from both Native 
American and European traditions. How much is known about these vessels of 400 
years ago? Speakers will discuss the design, construction, navigation, sea-kindliness, 
and perhaps living conditions of these vessels. 
 
Beginning with the traditional Fish House Punch on the evening of Friday, May 4th, 
2007, Maine Maritime Museum will continue its custom of presenting groundbreaking 
research into many areas of maritime history. The presentations will begin Saturday 
morning, in Long Reach Hall.  Presentations by our speakers will continue until noon 
on Sunday.  Register in advance in order to receive a final schedule and other details. 
 
 The evening meal on Saturday is an optional extra, so be sure to sign up if you 
want to join in the conviviality. 
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The 35th Annual Albert Reed & Thelma Walker Maritime History 
Symposium 

Program of Events 
 
Friday, May 4, 2007 
7:00-9:00 pm: Fish House Punch reception in Long Reach Hall at the Museum 
 
Saturday, May 5, 2007 
 
John Bradford of Yarmouth has long been active in Maine’s First Ship organization. His 
presentation, “Designing a 17th-Century Pinnace,” will detail the ship design process around 
1600 and describe the rendering of a plan for ship construction as it would have been represented 
in 1607. 
 
Kees de Mooy of Washington College in Chestertown, and master shipwright John Swain of 
Swain Boatbuilders in Millington, Maryland will make a presentation of “Recreating John 
Smith’s ‘Barge of Discovery,’” describing their respective parts of the recent project to 
reproduce the shallop that John Smith used on Chesapeake Bay in 1608. 
 
Lunch (included in registration fee) 
 
Steve Cayard of Wellington, Maine, is a builder of birch bark canoes in the ways of an earlier 
century, who has taught many other builders. His presentation will be on “Building Wabanaki-
Style Bark Canoes with Traditional Methods”. 
 
Barry Dana of Solon, Maine, is a former Chief of the Penobscot Nation, and an educator. He 
will speak on “Bark Canoes and the Penobscot Tradition,” describing the adaptability of canoes 
to lake, river, and ocean travel, and their use for many purposes. 
 
Cocktail Hour (cash bar) and Dinner  (optional extra) 
 
Ben Fuller is curator of the Penobscot Marine Museum in Searsport, Maine, formerly of Mystic 
Seaport Museum. He will talk about a recent boatbuilding project to shed light on a 1605 English 
voyage to Maine, “Getting to Know George Waymouth and his Lighthorseman.”  
 
Sunday, May 6, 2007 
 
Peter Wrike of Virginia began his maritime history career during high school with Howard 
Chapelle at the Smithsonian. His research has informed the recent reconstruction of the 
Jamestown ships, and he will talk about “Early English Vessels to North America.”  
 
Earle R. (Bud) Warren of Topsham, Maine, most frequent speaker at this Symposium over the 
years, will present “Before Virginia: European-American Vessels Prior to 1607.” The pinnace 
Virginia used to be called the first ship built in America. Mr. Warren will explore this claim by 
examining narratives about Spanish, French, and English vessels that preceded her. 
 
To ensure reservations, please send payment to:  Confirmation will be sent upon receipt of payment. 
Maine Maritime Museum     For more information, call 207-443-1316, ext. 322 
243 Washington Street, Bath, ME 04530   www.mainemaritimemuseum.org 
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Yes, I want to attend the 35th Annual Maritime History Symposium.  Registration is $70 per person for Museum 
members, $80 per person for non-members.  Includes Friday night reception and lunch on Saturday.  The cost of the 

optional Saturday supper is $30 per person. Please register by April 26th. 
 

Name ______________________________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

City __________________________________ State __________ Zip ___________ 

Phone _________________________________________________ 

My nametag should read: _____________________________________________ 

Number of people attending program: _________   Number of people attending supper on Saturday: _______ 

Check enclosed for: __________________ 

Please bill my (circle one)   Visa       MC         Discover         Amount: $____________ 

#: _________________________________________________ exp. date: _________ 


